Patriot Act Now Permanent

The Senate voted unanimously on Friday to make permanent virtually all the main provisions of the law known as the USA Patriot Act, after Republican leaders agreed to include additional civil rights safeguards and to forestall any expansion of the government's counterterrorism powers.
Eric Lichblau, NY Times, 30 Jul 2005

PA Criticism

The Patriot Act has become a target of criticism since it was passed in the weeks after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, with more than 300 communities voicing formal concerns about what they see as its chilling effect on civil liberties. But many opponents of the law, as well as many supporters, said the Senate bill was an acceptable compromise after months of heated debate over the scope of the government's authority to track and eavesdrop on terror suspects.

Eric Lichblau, NY Times, 30 Jul 2005

PA Effective Against Terrorists 

The USA PATRIOT Act equips federal law enforcement and intelligence officials with

the tools they need to mount an effective, coordinated campaign against our nation’s terrorist enemies.
US DoJ, REPORT FROM THE FIELD: THE USA PATRIOT ACT AT WORK, 12 Jul 2004
Seizure Defined

